Unjust demand of bridegrooms 
demands fundamental 
radical revolution 


Please keep the daughters nnmarried but 
never go to satisfy the demand and greed of the 
bridegrooms 


Bairagi Charan Misra 
VISHWAKALYAN SAMITI 
Sheikbazar, Cuttack 


Olease pay one anna only 
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Bolangir, 
17.7.58. 


Cuttack. 
Dear Doctor Babu, 


I had been to Cuttack on the 12th and 
returned on the 183th with my family. Sorry, 1 had 
no time to go £2 you, I could know of the engage- 
ment. The articles given by you are of very ow 
standard. It seems you have low estimated us. I 
think. your marriage purchases and gifts will be of 
the standard. You know I have arranged this proposal 
and my responsibilities are more than yours. So let 
me be clear to let you know that unless you give the 
articles sugges:ed by me, it is not possible to fix the 
marriage during November, 19583, Further you have 
to agree that I will personally make all the purchases, 
If you Fo like, please, write to me so that I will try 
to go to Cuttack for orders for jewellery, furniture, 
cycle, watch, radiv-etc. You know that the boy is 
only 23 years old and we think of fixing his 
marriage after two ycears-as.we intended of sending 
him for further stucies;-~If you are particular of the 
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marriage to be fixed in November, though there is 
no demand from our side yet yon havet, spend a gim 
of Rs. 5000/- for the articles, I have suggested 
which I have noted below:— 


For the bride: — For the bridegroom: — 
Ornament +-« Rs: 2000/- Radio Rs, 400/- 
Clothings, etc. +»+ Rs 500/- Crcle Rs. 400/- 
Utensils «e+ Rs. 500/- Pen Rs 100/- 
Furniture ..- Rs. 800/- Watch «++ Rs. 800/- 


Rs, 8800/- . Rs. -1200/- 
Total:— Rs. 5000/- 
I.do not ‘think this will be munch for you. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd. 
Notes on the above letter 17.7 58. 


In this case Mahaprasad Nirbardha tonk p'ace in 
Chandi- Mandira, Cuttack on 8th July and th son-in- 
law of bridegroom’s father writes this letter to the 
father-in-law of bride’s-father on the 17th. July. The 
parties: concerned belong to)? respectable Brahmin 
families and are related tomo. The addressee showed 
me this letter and on my requs3b sent me its copy. 
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First of all, please note that Chandi Mandira 
is not the proper place for Mahaprasad aud such 
Nirbandhas are nothing but blind followings and 
have therefore no value at all. The bride’s party 
should not therefore hesitate atall to break such 
marriage propsals when they find such treachery 
and greed of the bridegroom party. 

The next thing is to notice the foolish prestige, 
unjust greed and stupidity of the bride-gcoom party 
fro:n the statements—(1!) The articles given by you 
are of very low standard (2) It scems you Lave low 
estimated ns (8) You have. to agree that. I will 
porsonally make all the purchases. Please also notice 
the foolishness of the- writer from the statement 
“Though these is no demand from our'side, yet-you’ 
have to spend a- sum of Rs. 5000/- for the articles 
1 have suggested, 

The bridegroom party in this particular case 
is not to blame. ‘The same conduct is more or less seen 
in all of rs and specially when wwe are the bridegroom 
party. Ithink vou will agree with me that such 
conduc in us js specially due to our so-called 
education. However, the parties concerned are 
requested to make this marriage an ideal one. By 
ideal Marriage, I mean A marriage free from blind 


followings, greed and vanity. 
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Recenty on 9th March the marriage of 
Bijayananda Tripathy, one Asst. Engineer took place 
in Baripada with the daughter of Harish Chandra 
Mahapata, This marriage was an ideal one. Only 
‘Saptapadi’ and ‘Bibaha Homa’ which is necessary 
according to Hindu Law for the solemnisation of 
marriage was followed ab a nominal cost of -/8/- or 
less. All other - blind followings were totally 


avoided. In marringe day feast and other psrfor- 
mances there was no display of vanity which is 


generally found in all marriage ceremonies. T here 
are many other things to be said in connection with 
this marriage. But it is needless to describe everything 


in debaile The most important thing which this 
marrjage has tanght us is that Bijnys Babu and his 


guardians had not only no demand and no greed 
but Bijaya Babu refused to accept even one pair of 
cloth and one ring in the marrieage Vedi and also 
the next day although he was asked by the bride’s 
guardians to receive this only as & token of affection. 
. This is well known to everyone in Baripada and 
also to both the parties of this marriage which we 
have criticised above. Have we learnt anything from 
the example shown by Bijaya Baboo ? Havc we taken 
any notice of the sacrifice which Bijaya Baboo and 
his guardians made for the good of the society ? 
The plain answer from the majority of us will be, 
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No. On the other hand the socalled educated friends 
of Bijaya Baboo must have directly or indirectly 
criticised him as a fool not to accept anything from 
bride’s father. Both the parties must have also been 
criticised ns misers and fools as well that they made 
uo display of their respective vanity and foolish 
family prestige which are absolutely necessary in all 
marriage ceremonies. 

Dear friends and brothers, the root cause of 
this evil as well as of all other evils in us js that 
being long accustomed to various kinds of blind 
followings, both ancient and modern we have really 
become blinde We have become incapable to think 


independently, We have therefore ceased to be human 
beings in the true sense, however educated ard 


civilised we may foolishly claiun ourselves to be, 
However, those few of us who really feel to save 
themselves and the society from the clutches of this 
evil, shat is, from the clutches of blind following, 
greed and vanity must, first of all, give up all. 
kinds of blind followings and do that only which is 
based on their own reason and own undcrstanding. 
Before we do so we will not be able to see the evil 


effect of blind followings, greed and vanity and how 
they are all closely interrelated, 


If we cannot give up all blind followings, 
vanity and grced all at once and in all cases which 
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will really be a difficult task for us because, we 
are long accustomed to these and specially because 
our so-called education and civilisation are all based 
on greed and vanity, we must try to do so at least 
when we go to establish the relationship of marriage, 
because on this relationship the Peace and happiness 
of everyone of us, af every family and hence of the 
whole society entirely depend. Please also consider 
it wrong and sin to attend or co-operate such 
marriage ceremonies where there is greed and 
demand of the bridegroom party either in money or 
in kinds. If the bridegroom is really poor and 
deserves help for its right use, the guardians of tLe 
bride must naturally feel it their duty to help him 
if they are able to do so. It is not only the duty of 
of the guardians of the bride but it is the duty of 
the guardians of both the parties to see that the boy 
and girl whom they are allowing to build thier 
new world may not be inconvenienced in anyway 
and may not also go astray by being suppljed more 
than what they really deserve, 

It is laid down ijn all our sacred scriptures 
that women are to be respected as mothers and 
worshipped even as (roddesses in the family. It is 
therefore desirable that “the bride should demand 
something from the bridegroom—be it even one 
rupee—as a token of respect towards her. But 
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although our sacred scriptures say 80, in fact we 
are long accustomed to treat women as slaves and 
we call it our religion. The bride’s guardian goe3 
to satisfy the demand and greed of the bridegroom 
only because he knows that the place of the bride 
in the bridegroom’s house is worse than that of & 
slave. | 

If out of greed, marriage is to be treated as a 
business at all, the bridegroom who is the purcbaser 
or receiver of the bride must pay certian amount to 
the bride’s guradian according to the merit of the 
bride. Is there any reason at all that the bridegroom 
will make any demand ? Jf marriage is necessary, it 
is equally necessary both for the bride & bridegroom. 
Please therefore keep the daughters unmarried 
till bridegrooms under-stand that their demand is 
unjust and ruinous to the society. It is needless to 
write more. One line is enough, if it takes root in 
your heart and is translated irto action. If only ten- 
persons of food will feel to save the soceity from the 
clutches of this ruinous evil, the whole soceity, I 
am sure, will be transformed to-morrow. But I am 
sorry— 


or 
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ଗୀଭାର ନୁଅଭାଷ୍ୟ 


ପଣ୍ତିତ ଜୀଳକଣ୍ଡ ଦାମ ସ୍ତମୂଖ ବଶଷ୍ଟ 
ବ୍ଯକ୍ତମାନଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାର ଗୃଦ୍ରୀତ 
ଗାଁଭାର କ୍ତ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଓ ସମ୍ପତି ନୁଭନଶିକ୍ଷା ଗ୍ରଦରଣ କର 


ଉଦ୍ଦନ୍ଧୁସାରରେ ଜୀର୍ତନର୍‌ ଗଭ ସରିରତ୍ତିନ କଇରି୍‌ର୍ରାକ୍ତ ଏବଂ ଲଜର 
କଇର୍ଟସର୍ଧକୁ ସ୍ମତ୍ଵରନ୍ତୟଵର ଓ ରରେକାନୁମୋଦଭ ଇର୍‌ ଜୀରନ 


ଯୀନ୍ଦୀକୁ ସରଲ, ସୁଗମ ଓ ସୁଖମୟ କର୍‌ ବାକୁ ଆଗ୍ରଦ୍ଥଥଲଲେ ସୋର 
ଗୀଭାଙଂନ୍ଧାନ୍ତ ନ୍ଲ୍‌ଡିଭ ପୂସ୍ତକଗୂଡ଼କ ମଧ୍ଯର୍ଵ ଅନ୍ତତଃ ଶଣ୍ତିଏ 
ମାନ୍ଧ ପୃସ୍ତକ ମନଯୋଗସୂଚଂକ ସଭୁନ୍ତୁ । 


ଗାଁଭାଅକ୍ଧନିମ ଅନ୍ଧୁଲାଦ ଓ ସରଣୀ ସଦ୍ଧଭ ସାଞ୍ଚଃଙ୍କା 
ଗାଁଭାର ସାରକଥା ଏକଃଙ୍କା 
ଗାଁଭାର ନୃଭନ ସତ୍ୟ ଆଠଅଣା 
Secrets of the Geeta ଆଠଅଣ| 
ଗାଁଭା ଧର୍ର୍‌ ରିଶେଷଚ୍ନ ରୃର୍‌ଅଣା 
ଗାଁଭାର ଅନୁଶ୍ଶମ ରୃରଅଣା 
ଗାଁଲା ବ୍ୁଝିର୍ରାର୍‌ ଏକମାନନ ପ୍ରଣାଲୀ ରୃରଅଣା 
ସଙ୍କରର୍ ର୍ଡ ଶଙ୍କର ରୃର୍‌ଅଣା 
ଗୀଭାର୍‌ ଗୂଢ଼ୟକଥା ରୃର୍‌ଅଣା 
ଅନ୍ଧାନସସର୍‌ଣ ଓ ଦୃଥାଡ଼ମ୍ତର୍‌ ଗ୍ୃରଅଣା 

ଧର୍ଗ ଦୁଇଅଣା 
ରାଁଭା-ସରରୟୟ୍ୃ + . ଭୁଇଅଣା 


ନ୍ନମ୍ପ ଠିକଣାରେ ଅଡ଼ର୍‌ ସଠାନ୍ତୁ କମ୍ବା ସନ୍ଧ ଲେଖନ୍ତୁ । 
ୟଥେଷ୍ମ ଇସିସନ୍‌ରେ ପୃସ୍ତକ ସର୍ଧ ସାଇଚର୍ତ । 


କୈୈଗ୍ଵଗୀ ରର୍‌ଣ ମିଶ 
ର୍ଟକଲ୍‌ଯାଣ୍ଚି ସ୍ିଭୃଛ ସେକ୍‌ ର୍ଜାର 
PEPE ସୋଃ ଅ: ଇଝ୍ତକ—୧ 


ମ୍ନଦ୍ଧାକର¬ସଦୂନାଭ୍‌ ମିଶ୍ର, ନ ବଭ୍ତ୍ବରଭ ଥ୍ରେସଟ କଞକ—ବ୧ ୯ 2୩ 
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